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The Homorable U, Alexis Johnson

Deputy Under Secratary for ¢ APR 1055
Palitical Affairs

Eepartment of State

Washbington, D, C. 20520

Dearx Alexis:

Forwarded herewith is a staternent which contalos
informstion conterning the probable datonation b, the Chinese
Communists of & nuclear device in the near future. This
information as aet forth is uaclassified and, therefore, is
available for use as a public anmmouncement before the svent.

In the trmntc ‘}6*3"“ Chingse modify their fission
devices ta produce a » « low-yleld thermonuclear
device, this statement indicates that it would be a nuclear
novelty with ao real military significance and thus downgrades
the military threat. I believe you should know, therefore, of
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Sincerely,

ILLEGIB
ILLEGIB

Desmond FiteGeralsd

Peputy Uirecter for Plaus
Encloaure R
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The United States Government has valid information that
the Chineses Communists are now preparing thetr third atomlic
test. It is being resdied in the dosert arss of Sinkiang. It has
been almost a year since the last Chiness nuclear test, and
there are indications that this next sxplosion wiil be larger
and produce greater radicactive fallout than the first two Chinese
tests. This test, like the fourth Soviet shot, may be s m—b
stage, low-yield thermenuclear device, Such a device ls readily
availabls to the Chinese by a modification of thelr fission devices
tested twice previously. However, such s modification does not
represont a true ther monuclear weapon capability and is
essentlally & nuclear novelty with no reai military significance.
¥e believe it will be several years before the Chinsse develop &
true thermonuclear device or have & significant stockpile of any
type of atomic weapon. In the meantime, thelr continued
atmospheric testing presents & health hasard to the people of

Asia and the Pacific on whom the radioactive debris will fall.
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